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Department of English, Veer Narmad south Gujarat
University, Surat, organized a National seminar on
“Narrating Childhood: Indian Literary Contexts” on 6-7
February, 2013, on the university campus. In the
Inaugural Session Prof. Rakesh Desai delivered the
welcome address and introduced the theme of the
seminar. Ms. Manorama Jafa, an eminent writer, scholar
and activist in the area of children’s literature, based in
New Delhi, delivered the key note address. Dr. Dakshesh
Thakar, Hon'ble Vice Chancellor, delivered presidential
address.




The Inaugural session of the seminar was followed
by the academic sessions held on the two days. The
seminar received research papers in the field of childhood
studies from University of Rajasthan; JJT University,
Rajasthan; Govt. Zawlnaum college, Mizoram; University
of Pune; Kakatiya University, Andhra Pradesh; University
of Mumbai; Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai;
New Delhi; Gujarat University; Saurashtra University, M.
S. University of Baroda; Uka Tarasadia University and
Veer Narmad South Gujarat University. The academic
sessions offered lively interaction and debate about the
varied readings of the texts for children and with the child's
viewpoint, assumptions about childhood along
interdisciplinary axis. A large number of college teachers
and students of Veer Naramd South Gujarat University
participated in the seminar. At the valedictory session,
Ms. Manorama Jafa delivered a talk on children's
literature as a creative writer and her experiences as an
activist in the area, and Dr. Nandini Manjarekar of Tata
Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai, discussed the
related issues in terms of gender and politics.
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